
 

For the Common Good 

by Heman 
Daly and 
John Cobb 1989 

The premier critique of corporate capitalism and 
how to create an economics for the common good 

The Great Transformation 
by Karl 
Polanyi 19445 The political and economic origins of our time 

Solidarity Economy I: 
Building Alternatives for 
People and Planet, 
Papers and Reports from 
the US Forum on the 
Solidarity Economy. 

ed. Emily 
Kawano 2010 

Divided into sections on  finance, production, 
environment, food, movement building, 
commons and wealth, this book covers topics 
from organizing the newly foreclosed homeless 
into Bank Tenant Associations to using eminent 
domain to establish worker-run factories. 

The Company We Keep: 
Reinventing Small 
Business for People, 
Community and Place. 

by John 
Abrams 2005 

One of the best books on worker-owned 
businesses, this gem covers eight principles 
including workplace democracy, balancing 
multiple bottom lines, committing to the 
business of place and community 
entrepreneurialism.  

Plenitude, the new 
economics of true wealth 

by Juliet 
Schor 2011 

Goes far beyond just a call to action by laying 
the foundation for how, both locally and 
systemically, a new economics can be set in 
motion. 

 Economics and Utopia 
Geoffrey 
Hodgson 1998 

Analyzes the ways of thinking that were taken 
for reality during the Cold War and traces their 
elements back through the minds and conditions 
of the early 1900s. In so doing, all kinds of dead, 
deadly and certainly limiting assumptions fall 
away, leaving a truly clear-eyed view of the path 
on which we have come. 

Going Local: Creating 
Self-reliant communities 
in a global age. 

Michael 
Schuman 2000 

Communities can ensure their economic well-
being by avoiding multinational firms without 
community loyalties, while investing in 
community corporations. Prosperity follows when 
ownership, production, and consumption become 
intimately connected with place." 

Deep Economy: The 
Wealth of Communities 
and the Durable Future 

Bill 
McKibben 2008 

Points out that “economics … has become 
abstracted from the actual planet we inhabit”, 
and responds to the problem with  systems 
ecology to problems in human society, 
particularly  the limits to economic growth.  

The Real Wealth of 
Nations: Creating a 
Caring Economics 

Riane 
Eisler 2008 

Focuses on the dichotomy between partnership 
and domination, and reaches back to describe 
forms of power with which a healthy humanity 
can live long term. 

America Beyond 
Capitalism: Reclaiming 
our Wealth, Our Liberty, 
and Our Democracy 

Gar 
Alperowitz 2011 

Assembles all kinds of ideas that are 
inconceivable in the United States today—
genuinely widespread worker-owned firms; a 25-
hour work week, a North America made up of 
regional commonwealths instead of an imperial 
superstate—to make a book full of fertile seeds.  

Agenda for a New 
Economy: From Phantom 

David 
Korten 2010 

Calls for a living economy where each 
community has “a sense of its own identity and a 
shared commitment to investing in the human, 



Wealth to Real Wealth social, and natural capital crucial to its vitality 
and capacity to serve its members 

The Economics of 
Happiness: Building 
Genuine Wealth 

Mar 
Anielski 2007 

Iilluminates the road ahead in creating an 
economics that can measure our genuine human, 
natural and social capital that are so essential to 
a world that maximizes happiness for all of 
nature.  

	

	


